CLIMBS    IN    BRITAIN   AND   ABROAD
and truly great surgeon, Sir Robert Jones) and at Leeds ;
and then, in 1920, I felt that I was forgetting too much of
my " civil" surgery and must chuck this military job.
I went up to London to my old hospital and became a
house-surgeon to the charming intellect of Wilfred Trotter,
who first taught me that man made God in his own image,
a truth which everyone ought to know but which had
somehow escaped me. Trotter also instilled into me a
great many fundamentals of surgery which lesser men seem
to ignore but which have straightened out my surgical
thoughts ever since. To his clear thinking and wise, if
sometimes cynical, instruction, I owe more than I can say.
I then became a house-physician, learning a lot about
stomachs from my friendly fellow-northerner, Charles
Bolton, and about hearts from that great cardiologist,
Sir Thomas Lewis. That I have been able, I hope, to
absorb and make real use of the teachings of these great
men is principally due to the fact that the real foundations
of rny medical and surgical knowledge had been well and
truly laid down by two men to whom I am eternally
grateful. They were my house-physician and surgeon,
" Tubby " Horton and Julian Taylor. Salvete ! It was
you who really taught me.
During these years I was able to get some fairly good
holidays and, as may be imagined, these were spent entirely
among mountains. Skye and the north-west of Scotland
provided one of the most enjoyable months of my life,
in company with my brother, Billy, and his three-wheeled
Morgan. In Ross-shire, Skye, and Sutherland—that most
beautiful of all the counties of Britain—we found peaks and
precipices of varied severity. We began with Buchaille
Etive in Glencoe, and a few days on the north face of
Ben Nevis, and worked our way to Sutherlandshire, staying
at a different place each night and making no plans save
that if we saw a likely mountain we would stop and climb
it. Some such arrangement is the best way to enjoy a
holiday if you want to see the country, and I recommend
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